Janie] 
inst., 
age. 

ie 
1, son 
| year 
farch 
alnut 
otion, 
Mrs. 
Wed- 
enty- 
cran- 
wife 
f her 


85 


ml F| 


& 


| 


ee acd & 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 











PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 2, ag 


ou XXII. —No. 14, 








ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


—_—_— 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


MAMMARY ABSCESS. 
By H. C. Stewart, M. D. 
Of Jacksonville, Illinois. 

The attention of the medical profession was 
called to “‘ Iodine as a preventive of Mammary 
Abscess,” by a communication published in 
the Medical Examiner, for May 1853. 

Ihad previously used it with entire satisfac- 
tin, and in order to give it a larger field than 
my opportunities at that time afforded, sug- 
gested its use to the late Professors John Wilt- 
bank and Henry S. Patterson, at whose request 


the article for the Examiner was prepared. 


Much has been said and written upon the 
causes of mammary abscess, but they all re- 
solve themselves into an obstruction to the 
flow and escape of the milk, inflammation ; and 
suppuration, being the result. To say that 
cold causes mammary abscess is to use a vague 
tem, but a convenient scape-goat for ignor- 
ance and neglect. A majority of sore breasts 
cccurin young women after their first con- 
fnement, who lack patience and experience in 
uursing a child; sometimes from keeping the 
thild too long from the breast after delivery, 
orthe child may refuse altogether to take it; 
tmay be unable to do so from badly formed 
ripples ; or, there may be a profuse secretion 
ofmilk,and the excess become the exciting 
tause of the inflammation. Fissured nipples 
tad to the same result, the child either refuses 
lotake the sore nipple, or the mother cannot 
endure the pain it producne, and the breast is 
Reglected. 

The cure of mammary abscess is tedious, 
painful, and uncertain. : Its prevention is easy, 
tot unpleasant, and more than tolerably cer- 
in. Tomake it altogether so, abscess should 





always be anticipated, especially in first con- 
finements. Before the child is put to the 
breast, examine the nipple as to size and 
shape, and the condition of the breasts. If 
the nipple is too short for the child to hold 
well, draw it out with a glass or pump of suit- 
able kind, then before the child is applied 
wash the nipple off, and wet it with sweetened 
milk, so that the first taste will be agreeable. 
See to it that nothing prevents the child from 
being applied alike to both breasts, and as 
often as necessary. If the child nurses vigor- 
ously, the nipples will soon be complained of, 
and trouble begin. Aftera thorough trial, I 
have found sub. nit. of bismuth the best appli- 
cation to sore nipples in any stage. Apply it 
freely at the first intimation of a crack in the 
nipple, just after the child has nursed. It wili 
not hurt the child,and need not be wiped off. 

It is safer to examine the breasts, than to 
take the word of either mother or nurse, as 
to their condition ; if a hard “‘cake”’ or tender- 
ness on pressure is found, an abscess is form- 
ing. As soon as its probable location is dis- 
covered, apply to it the compound iodine oint- 
ment of the U.S. Dispensatory with the addi- 
tion of forty (40) grs. of powdered camphor 
to each oz.; spread this ointment on a cloth 
and apply over the indurated portion of the 
breast, and cover with another cloth well 
saturated with tincture of camphor. The 
ointment should not be strong enough at first 
to affect the cuticle, which in some ladies is 
very sensitive ; continue to nurse that breast, 
and re-apply the dressings as fast as they get 
dry. There is generally a chill, followed by 
considerable fever, which should be promptly 
checked. For this purpose I have found 
gelseminine reliable, in 1-16 to § gr. granule 
every hour until it produces its effects; and 
where the symptoms. demand it, the same 
quantity of alcoholic ext. of aconite. In com- 
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bination gelseminine relieves the early symp- 
toms of any fever peculiar to the puerperal 
state. It controls the secretion of milk, 
equalizes the circulation, and prevents local 
inflammation. The treatment of mammary ab- 
scess must be such as will soonest result in a dis- 
charge of the pus. Warm poultices and the knife 
will do this, but will not always cure the case. 
The incision may close too soon, or may not 
be at the right place to allow all the matter to 
escape ; frequently the whole gland becomes 
involved, and one abscess after another oc- 
curs, apparently without a remedy. In these 
cases iodine will be found useful in preventing 
a second abscess. The whole gland should be 
enveloped in iodine ointment, except. imme- 
diately over the part undergoing suppuration. 
To that portion the poultice should be limited 
until the abscess is ready for the knife. The 
iodine relieves the painful tension, by cutting 
off the supply of milk, and the material from 
which to make a future abscess ; thus, by re- 
stricting the amount of suppuration, and af- 
fording escape at the proper time and place, 
we save much suffering, and secure the breast 
forfuture use. Diet carefully ; keep the pulse 
down ; the bowels open ; apply the ointment 
freely; keep the nipple from getting sore; 
and the incision from closing too soon. 


GOITRE AND EXOPHTHALMIA IN 
CONNECTION WITH DISEASE OF 
THE HEART. 

By F. K. Battey, M. D., 

Of Knoxville, Tenn. 

I was called, May 18th, 1868,6 P. M., to 
visit Mrs. R., aged 46, mother of four children, 
one of them now living, and of adult age. A 
son, 21 years old, died in 1866. Native of 
Wales, but lived some’ years in England, and 
afterwards went to the south of France, near 
the Pyrenees. About 1850, began to have 
palpitation of the heart, and pain in the left 
side of the chest, which have continued unceas- 
ingly till the present time. Found her unable 
to lie down; dyspneea distressing, counten- 
ance anxious ; face pale and thin; pulse very 
rapid and intermittent ; respiration very rapid; 
impulse of the heart’s action much increased ; 
area of dullness in cardiac region considerably 
extended. The tumultuous beating of the 
heart, with rapid and sonorous breathing, 
rendered it difficult to determine with any 
exactness the morbid sounds. The urine was 
scanty, and the feet and limbs'swollen. Diag- 
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nosis: Hypertrophy with dilatation, and dip 
eased mitral valves. 

The right thyroid gland was enormously 
enlarged, and about the size and shape of g 
coftee-cup. ‘The tumor pulsated at every beg 
of the heart, and the heart sounds were ay 
dible through the upper part of the rightside 
of the chest. 

The eye-balls also protruded, and seemed ty 
stand out from the orbits. The case, in all its 
features, seemed one of unusual severity, 

There was obstinate constipation, and flatu. 
lence, added to the chest troubles, causing 
much distress. 

I prescribed iod. potassii with iron and sul, 
quinine, as a constitutional remedy, with spi, 
etheris compos. valerian, ammonia, and other 
diffusible stimuli, fo relieve dyspnea. Lax. 
tives and diuretics completed the list of reme. 
dies administered. 

During the summer all the symptoms con- 
tinued unabated, and the strength slowly 
failed. She was compelled to sit upright most 
of the time, and, in the hottest weather, 
suffered most intensely. No abatement was 
perceived as the weather became coolerin 
autumn, and sometime in October she died, I 
was out of the city when she died, and no 
post mortem examination was made. 

CASE 2p.—Mary N., aged 12, unmixed Aft: 
can. August 23d, 1869, 5 P. M., was called to 
see her, and found her half reclining upon her 
bed, laboring from terrible dyspnea. 

Her mother stated that she had suffered 
much from rheumatism for some years. Com- 
plaining of pain in the left side of the chest; 
respiration very rapid, and the pulse 12; 
tongue covered with a thick white coat to the 
very tip; lameness in the left side of the neck 
along the course of the sterno-cleido-mastel, 
deus muscle, and also in the right knee joint. 

The left side of the chest fuller than the 
right. Palpation showed tumultuous action ( 
the heart. The clothing trembled at every 
pulsation. 


Percussion showed extended dullness, esp* 
cially to the left side. Auscultation showed 
loud regurgitant murmurs at the base of the 
heart,and extending upward toward the lef 
clavicle—both sounds nearly superseded by 
the murmur, but more especially the second 
The “new leather’? creak very distinctly 
heard at the base of the heart. Dingudsi 
hypertrophy of the left ventricle: disease of 
the aortic valve, with attrition of serous si 
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fyces, both cardiac and pleural. I never be- 
fore heard so loud aortic murmurs. 

The urine was very scanty, but little having 
peen voided for several hours. Constipation 
wd great thirst. Great heat of surface, in- 
tensified by a thermometrical showing of 96° 
grmore, in a locality under the hill near the 
river. The eyeballs protruded very much, and 
particularly the left, which looked like a 
“peeled onion,’’ 

The rapid breathing, distressing dyspnea, 
and the bulging eyeballs, superadded to the 
strongly marked African phiz, gave an expres- 
sion of hideousness well defined. 

Prescribed : 

R. Spts. Auth, nit. 
Syr. scillee, 
Tr. digitalis, 
Sia.—Teaspoonful every four hours. 
Calomel ten grs., and pulv. doveri, grs. v., 
followed with castor oil in five hours. 
2th—Found no abatement of symptoms; 
cathartic has had no effect; no urine passed as 
yet. To continue diuretic mixture. 
2ith.—_Some better ; bowels open, and urine 
has passed freely ; less cardiac commotion, but 
no change in the murmur; lameness in the 
neck more severe. To continue diuretic, with 
puly. doveri at night. 

27th—Much the same; murmur at base of 
the heart still very distinct; pulsation at- 
tended with a blowing sound, over the right 
tlavicle. Pulse softer, but still frequent ; 
longue cleaning ; urine free, but very red; can 
titup some in a chair. Prescribed as follows: 

RB. Potassii iodidi, 3j. 

Syr. scillee, f.Zjss. 
Sig—One-half teaspoonful every three hours. 
Puly. Doveri at night. 
s0th—Patient able to walk about the house. 

The diastolic sound more distinguishable, but 
the murmur is still heard at the base, and 
ilong the carotids, particularly the right. Im- 
pulse rather increased since last report. Dull- 
tess al the lower part of the cardiac region, 
aud the sounds rather indistinct, or muffled. 
Suspect effusion, so continue the last mix- 


M. 


3l—Condition unchanged. 


Sept. 1st.—Functions becoming more normal 
wtheir action. Impulse still yery strong, and 


murmur distinct. 
nixture. 

_Nov.13th.—Saw the girl in the street. Call- 
lg her to my office found the circulation still 


Pulse 104. To continue 
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rapid, and the murmur very distinct. The left 
eye-ball still protrusive. I can crowd it back 
to the orbit with no pain. 

Aitken, under Goitre, page 858, 5th edition, 
speaks of a form as ‘“‘ Exophthalmic goitre, 
defined as enlargement, with vascular tur- 
gescence of the thyroid gland, accompanied 
by protrusion of the eye-balls, anzemia, and 
palpitation.” “It is,’ he says, ‘ sometimes 
associated with heart disease.” 

Erichsen, in his work on surgery, under 
Bronchocele, says, “there is a remarkable 
connection between tumors of this kind and a 
general anemic condition of the system.” 
“That in London nothing is more common 
than to find a certain degree of bronchocele 
in pale and bloodless women and girls.”? Mr. 
W. Cooper has pointed out the fact that great 
prominence of the eye-balls is frequently as- 
sociated with these conditions. 

Prof. Da Costa, in his work on Diagnosis, 
alludes to these phenomena, and says, Graves 
was the first to call attention to them; also, 
that it is considered by some as due to an - 
affection of the cervical sympathetic nerve. 
Virchow, in his third volume on tumors, speaks 
of a combination of the goitre with irritability 
of the heart, and protrusion of the eye-balls, 
known as “ Graves’, or Basedow’s disease.”’ 
The pain complained of by the last patient, in 
the neck, might have arisen from a congestion 
in the thyroid gland, and it may be that the 
gland will enlarge as she grows older. 

The above cases are reported because of the 
comparative rarety of the complications. In 
a practice extending over a period of more 
than thirty years, I have never before noticed 
toso marked a degree, the phenomena re- 
ferred to. 


INTEMPERANCE AS A DISEASE. 
By F. Horner, Jr., M. D., 
Of Virginia. 


In the report of Dr. JoHN BELL, chairman 
of the Committee of the American Medical 
Association, the subject of the relations of al- 
cohol to medicine has been elaborately dis- 
cussed. The profession are agreed that intem- 
perance is a disease, hereditary in some in- 
stances; an evil engrafted by the parent upon 
the offspring, and tending to the destruction 
of mind and body. At present, tinctures fur- 
nish popular vehicles for medicines, and the 
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habits of society, during and since the war, 
have been to domicile ale, beer, and distilled 
spirits in every family in the land. On the 
authority of Dr. Johnson, an eminent clergy- 
man of Philadelphia, 60,000 persons in the 
United States die annually from drunkenness. 
The demon of intemperance, according to the 
reports of hospitals for the insane, and of pri- 
sons, consigns a large proportion of their 
wretched inmates to the straight jacket, the 
cell, or grave yard. 

The humane physician is ever ready, on the 
invasion of a community by an epidemic, to 
recommend wise sanitary regulations in order 
to stop the progress of the destroyer, and 
sometimes will hazard his own life to avert 
consequences far less destructive than intem- 
perance appears tobe. Are not doctors, in- 
dividually and collectively, at this moment, 
solemnly called upon to adopt efficient mea- 
sures to diminish the suffering, pain, and death 
from this cause? They know alcohol, in any 
of its forms, is not directly subservient to the 
nutrition of the tissues ; and when abused, pro- 
duces a morbid condition and fermentable 
state of the blood, inductive of zymotic disease. 
War hasits intervals of destruction, but the 
various alcoholic stimuli operate at all times, 
and seasons, upon humanlife. Says Dr. BENg. 
Rusu: “ The ravages of war are confined to 
one part of the human species, viz: to men; 
while strong drink acts too often upon persons 
who are exempted from the dangers of war by 
age or sex, and insinuates its baneful effects 
among people whose principles are opposed 
to the effusion of blood ”’ 

He concludes, “A people corrupted by in- 
temperance cannot long be a free people. 
Their rulers will soon partake of the vices of 
that mass from which they are secreted, and 
all laws will sooner or later bear the marks of 
the effects of this vice.” 

The public have been aroused by the late 
revival of the temperance organizations 
throughout the country, and it were well for 
the approaching American Medical Associa- 
tion, to convene at Washington city in May 
next, to deal with the question of ‘“‘Intemper- 
ance as a Disease,”’ as the most important and 
practical.one which they could consider. The 
Association constitutes a power, whose regu- 
lations, if not laws, when wisely made, must 
influence for good the entire social structure. 


Dr. Pu. Ricorp has been appointed consulting 
surgeon to the Emperor Napoleon. 








Hospital Reports. 


HospiTAL REporTs. 


PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL. 
Clinic of F. F. Maury, M. D. 
March 5, 1870. 


(REPORTED BY RALPH. M. TOWNSEND, M. D.) 
Prolapse of the Rectum. 

GENTLEMEN :—Exposing this patient you se 
protruding between the nates, a flabby mass, of 
dark pink color, and as large as an egg. Itisa 
protruded or prolapsed bowel. Around the mass, 
at what would naturally be the verge of the anus, 
is a circumscribed and massive ulceration. The 
causes of such a condition are various. Ascarides, 
a displaced uterus, pelvic tumors, stone in the blad- 
der, excessive straining from any cause—these may 
all be exciting agents, producing secondarily the 
melancholy condition you see before you. 

Treatment.This patient’s bladder must be evacu- 
ated and her bowels moved always in the recun- 
bent posture. She must strain as little as possible, 
Bile and saburra produce straining, and the aceu- 
mulation of either must be guarded against. Along 
with laxatives, frequent injections of an astringent 
character are demanded. Use laudanum injections, 
so that the nerve extremities may receive that in- 
pression which will respite and send quiet to th 
muscular layer of the bowel. No retentive appa- 
ratus would be of service here. Placed in th 
bowel it would be badly borne. We want good 
diet, along with local and constitutional tonia. 
These are the great channels towards successful 
treatment. When mucous membrane is long ¢t- 
posed, it loses much of its sensibility, and hene 
you see, after oiling my hand, it occasions the wo 
man little pain when I restore the bowel. 

Its restoration brings fully to your view what! 
may well call a tremendous ulcer, produced, I be- 
lieve, simply by the pressure and constriction 
which the parts affected have been subjected. 

We will order here, as an injection, six grains of 
the acetate of lead, and sixty drops of laudanum, ia 
two tablespoonfuls of water, to be repeated daily. 
Also direct the patient to inject freely with hydrant 
water, to cleanse and give tonicity to the parts. She 
should always wear a T bandage, with a towd 
pressed against the perineum, to prevent prolapse 
andspasm. We will also direct— 

R. Ung. hydrarg. nit., 

lv. opii, aa 388- 
Cerat. simp., 3vij. M. 
S. To be rubbed upon the surface of the ulcer. 
A Tamping Iron Driven Through the Side. 
‘ 

I now bring to your notice a case similar, insom® 
respects, to one that excited much interest som 
years ago, and which was fully reported in the 
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: g at the time of its occurrence, and has been 

in alluded to recently. If I remember rightly, 
pythe premature explosion of a blast, a drill of 
gmidable length and thickness was driven through 
,man’s head—ent2ring near the angle of the jaw, 
yd emerging at the top of the cranium. Although 
ihe brain was shattered, the man, I believe, still 


survives. 


In this case the patient, seven months ago, was 
trilling rock for blasting purposes. Some powder 
remaining in the hole, from a previous blast, ex- 
ploded, and the drill, five feet nine inches in length, 
and one and a quarter inches in diameter, was blown 
through his side. Opposite the sixth rib, upon the 
left side, you notice an extensive scar and cicatri- 
tial tissue, underneath which is a sinus. At the 
time of the reception of the injury, though stunned 
and bleeding, the man spat no blood, and from this 
l infer that the lungs escaped injury. Superficia) 
amination would have doubtless led tothe con- 
dusion that both lung and its investment had been 
‘omaway. It is a matter of no small difficulty to 
say with accuracy what viscera are involved, by 
loking at an external wound. Equally difficult is 
ito strike exactly a viscus for purposes of surgery 
or physiological experiment. I experienced trouble 
of this kind in an operation for gastrotomy which I 
performed, and which I have fully reported in the 
toming number of Hay’s Journal of Medical 
Science. Passing in my probe at one of the fistu- 
lous orifices, I find it grate against a rough spot on 
theexternal face of the rib. Pushing it cautiously, 





you see my probe issuing a‘ the distal orifice, and 
this renders it clear to my mind that this man has 
received but a flesh wound, with injury to no inter- 
nal structure whatever. I will pass an oakum sea- 
ton through the fistula, and allow it gradually {to 
cut its way out, so that the tract may granulate and 
heal from the bottom. 
Wednesday, March 16. 
Condylomata. 


The first case I bring to your notice to-day is the 
man on whom we operated last Saturday for con- 
dylomata on the head and foreskin of the penis, 
(See REPORTER No. 13, p. 256.) ‘The result, you see, 
is all that could be desired. What before was an 
unsightly spongy mass, with aa offensive odor,jis 
now a clean surface, with here and there a small 
granulating and healthy ulcer. In these affections 
don’t waste time with alum, savine, mercury, etc., 
but clip off the growth with the scissors and then 
apply chromic acid to the bleeding surfaces. For 
an after-dressing use a solution,such as Labarraques’. 
It is better than an ointment around the penis, and 
especially is this so in warm weather. 

As I expose the woman now upon the table, you 
see atumor protruding from between her thighs. 
Closer examination shows the mass to be 

Hypertrophy of the Labia. 


The labia minora are most involved, but the labia 
majora are enlarged and the clitoris is implicated. 


Lifting the mass, I find a slight ulcer underneath. 


This is a condition of affairs not uncommon in 
women laboring under syphilis. (The sketch 
which I have made illustrates the seat and extent of 
the affection. R. M. T.) Examination of this 
structure would find the hypertrophy, simply de- 
pendent upon overgrowth of the natural tissue of 
the part, This growth possesses neither the vascu- 
larity, moisture, nor peculiar smell of the condylom- 
ata. This affection may be specific or non-specific: 
in the present case it is the former. The affection 
before us manifestly calls for surgical interference, 
secondary trouble being already produced by the 
impediment which the enlarged mass interposes to 
the escape of the secretions of the vagina. These 
growths I shall strangulate by means of a ligature. 
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I shall be careful not to include the clitoris. Doubt- 
ful surgical interference, with either clitoris or testi- 
cle, may subject you both to legal trouble and con- 
demnation. (The operation was confined to the 
labia minora. Each labium was transfixed through 
the centre of its base by a needle armed with a 
double ligature. The upper and lower edge of the 
labium was then nicked, and from the point of trans- 
fixion one ligature was passed round the upper half 
of the labium and the other around the lower half. 
The nick served to keep the thread in place. Each 
ligature was then drawn firmly and tightly, and the 
mass thus strangulated. R, M. T.) 
Removal of Inguinal Lymphatic Glands. 

This boy is laboring under primary syphilis with 
secondary manifestations in the form of roseola 
maculata. This latter and lichen are the most 
common forms of syphilitic skin eruption. The 
boy, you see, has a long foreskin; underneath is a 
hard nodule, doubtless the result of the inflamma- 
tion attending the primary sore. He has a bubo, 
which has been opened, but does not seem inclined 
to heal. The suppuration does not seem to come 
from the gland, but from the tissue around it, and 
this is often the case. Now if we allow this gland 
to remain it will prove indolent and refractory for 
an indefinite time, and not only prove difficult of 
healing itself, but stop the cicatrization of the parts 
around. Don’t be afraid of the femoral vessels in 
removing the glands. The vessels are beneath the 
deep fascia, whereas the glands are superficial. 
(Dr. M. then, by enucleation, removed two or three 
glands of large size, T.) There is an artery of 
some size bleeding in the bed of the ulcer, and this 
Isecure precisely as in the previous case of the 
hypertrophied labia, viz: transfixing the tissue at 
its base by a needle and double ligature, and then 
tying one ligature above and the other below. * 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
NEW YORK. 
Clinic on Diseases of Women. 
BY PROF. T. G. THOMAS. 


March 11th, 1870. 

‘REPORTED FOR THE MED. AND S[)RG. REPORTER.) 

Menorrhagia—Treatment by the Curette. 
Mrs. A. N., came to the clinic five weeks ago, in 
an exceedingly feeble state. She complained of 
losing a large amount of blood at each monthly 
period, and that so far, she was able to obtain no re- 
lief. Dr. Thomas made a physical examination and 
found that the cause of the menorrhagia was due to 
a fungoid degeneration of the mucous membrane of 
the uterus. He then proceeded to its removal by 
means of the curette. The speculum of Sims was 
introduced and the uterus drawn down and fixed 
by means of the Book. After the curette had been 
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applied to the whole surface of the mucous‘mem. 
brane, about a teaspoonful of small bodies were 7. 
moved, accompanied with copious hemorrLage. They 
bodies were, in shape and appearance, not unlike 
elderberries, and have been called cellulo-fibrons 
vegetations. 

To-day the patient appeared much more healthy, 
and said that at the menstrual period following the 
operation she had lost a larger amount of blood 
than when she was in perfect health, but that a very 
decided improvement was manifest, both in the 
flow of blood, and in her general health. 

She was again operated upon in a manner similar 
to the last, but now only a few vegetations were 
removed, though the instrument was as thoroughly 
applied as on the previous occasion. The patient 
was ordered to report herself in another month, to 
watch the effect of treatment. 

The curette that was used, consisted merely of a 
loop of copper wire. It answers as good, if nota 
better, purpose than any of the others; but in 
the application of either of the varieties there is al- 
ways considerable to fear from metritis, and insome 
cases general peritonitis results. 

Incontinence of Urine Following Delivery. 

Mrs. S., aged twenty-two; married; two years 
and five months ago was delivered of a child, and 
since that time has been unable to retain her urine, 
Medical treatment has been entirely useless in re- 
lieving the condition. Dr. Thomas said, this was 
one of a type of cases that could not be considered 
rare. They uniformly blamed the physician with 
being the cause of the trouble, whereas he was en- 
tirely innocent. The cause is due to paralysis of the 
muscles of the urethra, but in what precise way it 
is difficult to say. Vesico-vaginal fistula may be 
differentiated from it, first, by the lesions peculiar t 
that disease ; secondly, from the fact that at night 
the urine dribbles away, whereas in the case in 
which we are considering, the urine accumulates in 
the bladder when ever the patient lies down. A 
month ago a patient came to my office affected ina 
similar manner to the one before you, and at present 
can retain her water. She imagines herself cured: 
such is not the fact, there is only relief. The treat- 
was the same as will be advised in the present case, 
and consists in the use of an instrument, so applied 
that it presses upward a fold of the bladder, and in 
this manner acts like a valve to the urethra. This 
appliance is secured in the vagina in the same mat- 
ner as Cutter’s pessary. The patient will be seen 
from week to week, and the working of the appli- 
ance reported. 


Incontinence of Urine with Carcinoma of the 
Uterus. 


C. G., forty-three, married. This patient was af- 
fected with her bladder in a similar manner to the 
one previous, but superadded was carcinoma of the 
uterus, of three years standing. A physical exami- 
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gition reveals a band sweeping around,the upper 

of the vagina, with an eroded cervix, can- 
grous deposit in the rectum, and nodules over the 
hole of the vaginal mucous membrane. As very 
glen happens there was no rational history to indi- 
atethe malignant disease from which the patient 
ys suffering. The treatment was similar to that 
which was reccommended in the cases previously 
ecorded. 

Dropsy of the Vulvo-Vaginal Gland. 

Hiiza F., presented herself several weeks ago at 
ie clinic, with a tumor the size of a hen’s egg, sit- 
uted on the side of the vulva. It prevented coition 
wdimpeded micturition to a great extent. At that 
lime an opening was madevinto it, and the contents 
evacuated. A small portion of the sac was removed 
fo prevent a recurrence. To-day, patient again 
showed herself completely cured. She is now preg- 
nant. 


—_—_-2e—__ ____ 
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CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
REPORTED BY DR. J. W. HADLOCK. 


Mollities Ossium in its Earlier Stages. 


Contributed to the Section on Surgery by B. F. MILLER, 
M. D. 


This case occurred inthe person of a Jewess, 44 
yearsof age. Has been married nineteen years, 
and is the mother of three living, healthy children. 
Both parents are living; father 63; mother 60 
years of age. 

Five years ago she was affected with pain in the 
kft leg—particularly in the vicinity of the knee- 
jint—which was from time to time relieved by 
we cupping. Fora period of three years the pain 
amnoyed her very much, whén it gradually subsided. 
During this time her digestion was poor, with ex- 
tesive acid eructations. 

Qn the 17th of July, 1868, whilst walking bare- 
footed in the yard, she stepped on a sharp fragment 
“bone, with her left foot, receiving a cut in the 
plantar surface, beneath the second metatarsal 
bone, in length, about % inch, and to the depth 
“half aninch. The wound, in a few days, grew 
mainful and much swollen, when she was admitted 
© the Jewish Hospital for treatment. In a few 
Weeks the inflammation was subdued, but the foot 
tmained large and indurated. The wound would 
wt close, but contracted down to a small sinus, 
tough which small fragments of bone occasionally 

tacaped. 


xami- October 28th, she was transferred to the Samari- 
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tan Hospital for further treatment. Through the 
sinus, caries of the second metatarsal bone could be 
detected, and this bone was removed. 

Other sinuses now formed over different points of 
the foot, through which an ill conditioned fluid con- 
tinually passed. Local treatment was persevered 
in for months, but finally abandoned—and the tarsal 
bones now being involved, all hopes of saving the 
foot was gone. When the foot was removed by 
Syme’s method, at the joint. 

The bones of the stump are so vascular (unusu- 
ally so) and bled so freely, that we were obliged to 
delay dressing for three hours. The flow of biood 
no yet being arrested, and mixed with oil globules, 
led to the suspicion that the bones were in an un- 
healthy state, when a little testing with the bone 
gouge forceps revealed the fact, that the extent of the 
disease had not yet been reached. Both bones were 
softened, their compact structure greatly thinned and 
consequently much less firm. It yielded readily to 
moderate pressure, and with the scalpel, punctures 
could be made easily, through into the medullary 
canal. The periosteum could be readily detached 
from the surface, showing the bone to be of a red 
color. The medulla was somewhat mottled in ap- 
pearance and in a semi-liquid state. 

An opening was next made into the middle third 
of the tibia, and a similar condition exhibited itself 
here. Continuing our explorations to the head of 
the tibia, to our astonishment, we found the entire 
bone involved. Trusting to the knee joint for a 
limit, we at once amputated at that point. A few 
strokes of the saw took it through the condyles in 
an easy manne7, showing that the disease still ex- 
isted at this point, and its true character was now 
too plain to be mistaken. The medulla here dis- 
played a difference from what was found in the leg. 
There was more firmness, and it had largely en- 
croached upon the spongy texture of the part, giv- 
ing the bone a tallowy appearance. 

The articular cartilage was of a dull yellow color 
and shading off from it. The surface of the bone 
was of a dark pinkish hue. 

The stump was immediately dressed, the patient 
by this time being nearly exhausted from the oper- 
ation, and the time consumed in making it. _ By the 
careful use of stimulants, she slowly reacted, and 
the stump healed rapidly, so that in five weeks she 
was able to use crutches and walk about the wards 
of the Hospital. 

The healing process was carried on with less 
suppuration than I ever before witnessed in an ampu- 
tation of such magnitude. 

At the outer angle of cicatrix a small opening re- 
mained, not longer than an ordinary sized probe, 
through which ichorous fluid, like that in the foot, 
escaped. This was her condition when she left the 
Hospital, which was one month later. 
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The above history embraces all the essential 
characteristics belonging to the best examples given 
us on the subject of mollities ossium. 

The disease has chiefly been confined to females 
who have born children, Pain of a rheumatic 
character always attends it, and is most frequently 
observed to be located in the lower extremities. 

In a majority of the cases, the urine displays a 
wonderful increase in phosphatic deposits, so much 
80, at times, as to present a doughy sediment. 

With our patient, however, it was different ; the 
urine maintained, while under our observation, a 
healthy standard. 


How are we to account for the pathological 
changes that presented themselves in the bones of 
the above case? ‘The history of the case does not 
embrace enough of the evidences of inflammation 
in the limbs to declare it as the cause. 


It is true in inflammations of osseous tissues, as 
well as of the soft structures, that there is an in- 
crease of blood circulating in the affected part, and 
this is followed by an absorption of one or both of 
its chief organic elements. Most frequently the 
earthy portion is destroyed, and the remainder is so 
softened that, naturally enough, curvatures and dis- 
placements result in the more advanced stages of 
this malady. 

For the present we can give no better explanation 
than that by W. H. Porter in his contribution to the 
Cyclopedia of Anat. and Phys., Vol. I, “that it 
proceeds from a morbid state of the blood, and that 
there is a want of accordance between the secreting 
and absorbing vessels of the bones affected; if the 
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earthy matqgial is not secreted at all, or in ingufj- 
cient quantity, or if it is absorbed too rapidly, 
mollities will be the consequence.” 

Mr. Curling, in commenting upon this digeag 
and the constitution of bone, as shown by chemical 
analysis, which in one case “ showed, of the entire 
bone in 100 parts—of oil about 67; of membrane 
about 20; of earthy salts about 11”—says sufficient 
evidence has been adduced to prove a peculiar con. 
stitutional affection, accompanied by softening of 
the bones, with thinning of their walls and with the 
accumulation of adipose matter in their tubes and 


| cells. To prove that the urine may be no guide in 


some Cases as a symptom of the morbid changes, we 
find recorded in vol. 33, Med. Chi. Trans. on this 
subject, “that even when nothing peculiar was 
observed inthe appearance of the urine, there has 
been found after death calcareous deposits in various 
structures, as in Mr. Curling’s case, where, after 
death, a deposit was found in the lumbar and iliae 
glands, and in one of Mr. Solly’s, where he observes 
that although earthy matter does not appear to have 
been present in the form of a sediment, the urine 
on analysis yielded three times the quantity of 
healthy urine, and on dissection, phosphate of lime 
was found clogging up the pelvis of the kidney, 
forming there a solid calculus. 

Had the bones of our patient been subject to 
chemical analysis, I have no doubt that there would 
have been found the composition corresponding to 
that given by others who have made such tests. I 
do not regard the local injury to the foot as having 
any share in producing so extensive softening of the 
bone, but simply representing a morbid constitution. 
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Lupus. 

Mr. WEEDON COOKE read a paper on Lupus, at 
the Medical Society, London, quoted in the Press 
and Circular. 

Having referred to the recent lectures by Mr. 
Erasmus Wilson and Dr. Tilbury Fox, in evidence 
of an on-coming of a more natural system of ar- 
rangement by which the external aspect of disease 
would be more equally associated with general dis- 
eased action or function than has hitherto prevailed, 
the author sketched the past history of his subject, 
and took as his guide in the division and definition 
of this disease the standard set up by Biett and 





Cazenave, reducing all the forms of lupus to three— 


lupus superficialis, lupus exedens, and lupus hyper- 
trophicus--the rodent ulcer of Paget and Hutchin- 
son. The first may generally be found associated 
with scrofula; the second could not be said to & 
grounded upon any of the special diatheses; it was 
a local defect of nutrition, probably founded on 
some embolism of the neighboring vessels, but 
having, nevertheless, a systemic origin which had 
yet to be defined, The third species was commonly 
associate? with heart or lung disease, and appeared 
in persons of a melancholic temperament, withslow 
circulation. Some of these forms of lupus may be 
seen in persons having a history of syphilis, but 
there was no reason to look upon them at alls 
cause and effect. Two cases were mentioned show- 
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ing some resemblance to treloma, there being a fi- 
prous condition of skin with tubercles, which had 
own into pendulous tumors. These had been re- 
moved by écraseur and chloride of zinc, and ulti- 
mately a cure was effected. Some cases of lupus 
syerficialis had been cured by lemon-juice and cod- 
liver oil, with the external application of a solution 
of the bi-chloride of mercury. In the early stage 
of lupus exedens the disease has also been cured by 
the application of lint saturated with chloride of 
ine,a ready method of applying the caustic, as 
small pieces to suit the angle of the eyelids, ete. 
may be safely and securely employed. The author 
jid not*consider that either lupus exedens or lupus 
hypertrophicus had any associations with epitheli- 
oma or Other forms of caacer, he never having 
teen able to detect in the exudations from these 
ueers any of those cells which are so abundantly 
observed in epithelioma ; neither was there ever in 
lupus the out-growth of new tissue which is so 
characteristic of cancer. There being no cells to 
be carried by the vessels to neighboring glands or 
remote parts, there were of course no so-called 
secondary deposits ever to be found as the results of 
lupus. Quotations from Brodie, Paget, and Hutch- 
inson, Were given in support of this view of the 
absolute distinction between lupus or rodent ulcer 
andcancer. The paper concluded with a résumé of 
the treatment of lupus, both topically and con- 
stitutionally ; advocating much the saturated zinc 
lint as a manageable caustic, and although not dis- 
regarding the use of arsenic as a constitutional 
rmedy, preferring iron and cod-liver oil in most 
eases, and fresh lemon-juice in all. 


. 
Parasitic Disease Produced by the Gadfly. 
ROBERT WALKER, M. D., of Carlisle, writes to 


the British Medical Journal: In September 1859, 
when I was in Shetland, a young woman, 22 years 
of age, consulted me, complaining of an acute pain 
hind the right shoulder. She had felt it first about 
a fortnight before in the lower part of the back, and it 
tad gradually ascended and had lately become more 
intense. On examining her back, I found a red line 
wmewhat resembling an inflamed absorbent, but 
laving a rather tortuous course, and extending 
fom the left loin to about the middle of the right 
sapula. Toward its lower extremity it was indis- 
tinct and had a purple tinge, but at its upper ex- 
temity was very red and acutely painful. A little 
nadvance of this extremity was a slight puffiness 
of the skin, beneath which a hard substance could 
te distinctly felt. Having read a paper on this dis- 
‘ase, Written by the late Dr. Spence, of Lerwick, I 
tad no difficulty in diagnosing the presence of the 
ava of the (Estrus Bovis, and, cutting down upon 
the above mentioned hard substance, I ejected the 
intruder, 
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The case, so far as it goes, is a good example of 
the disease as it is usually seen in Shetland; but 
when the larva—to whose travels beneath the skin 
the symptoms I have described owe their produc- 
tion—is undisturbed, it eventually becomes station- 
ary; a furunculus forms, and at its apex a small or- 
ifice appears, through which a little bloody serum, 
mixed with pus, for a while exudes, and the grub at 
last escapes and falls to the ground, 

The strus Bovis, or gadfly, infests cattle toward 
the end of summer, and the sight of it drives them 
almost mad with terror. Although it is contended 
by some that the female deposits her eggs on the 
hairs of cattle, it is generally believed that she in- 
serts them into the cellular tissue by means of an 
ovipositor. After a short time, small tumors appear 
on the back of the infested animal, each having an 
orifice at its apex, from which exudes a sanguineous 
discharge, mixed with pus, and from which at length 
a grub, commonly called a warble, emerges. An- 
other species of CEstus infests the reindeer, causing 
a Very similar affection; but other species which 
infest the horse and sheep produce disorders of a 
very different nature. 

In South America, this parasite seems to have 
been very frequently observed in man. It has been 
frequently seen in the human subject in Shetland ; 
but invariably, I believe, in women. In gtating it 
to be the larva of the Cstrus Bovis, I follow Dr. 
Spence. Mr. Bracy Clark also considers the human 
parasite to be the Cstus Bovis ; and Kiichenmeister 
says we are not justified in supposing there is an 
Estrus Humanus. The rapid motion of the larva 
under the skin of the human subject, whilst it is 
stationary in the ox, may propably be explained by 
the different characters of the areolar tissue in the 
human and bovine animals. 


Influence of Water on Physical Develop- 

ment. 

In a recent report, Dr. LETHEBY says, that he 
considers moderately hard water better suited for 
drinking than that which is very soft, an opinion 
which is confirmed by that of the French authorities- 
who took the Paris water from chalk districts in- 
stead of from sandy strata. It appears that a large 
percentage of French conscripts are rejected from soft- 
water districts than from neighborhoods supplied with 
hard water ; and Dr. Letheby adds to this the gen- 
eralization—which may be of great importance if it 
is proved to depend ou more than coincidence—that 
English towns supplied with water of more than ten 
degrees of hardness, have a mortality of four per 
one thousand less than those whose inhabitants use 
softer water. Other kindred points of great interest 
are raised by Dr. Letheby, such as the possibility of 
a connection between the prevailing diet of a coun- 
try and the composition of its potable waters, 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 


Mr. James Campbell, of Boston, announces a 
Treatise on Diseases of the Eye, for the use of gen- 
eral practitioners, by Dr. H. C. ANGELL. 

The following reports have been received : 

Fifty-sixth Annual report of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, 1870. 

Twelfth Annual Report of the Chicago Eye and 
Ear Infirmary, 1870. 

Tenth Annual Report of the German Hospital of 
Philadelphia, 1870. 

Second Report of St. Mary’s Hospital of Phila- 
delphia, 1870. 

Judd & Detweiler, publishers, of Washington, 
D. C., announce a new medical journal under the 
editorial management of Dr. C, C. Cox, Professor 
of Anatomy in Georgetown Medical College. It 
will be a quarterly of 128 pages, octavo, at the price 
of $3 a year, The first number will appear in May. 


BOOK NOTICES. 

A Hand-Book of Operative Surgery. By John 
H. Packard, M. D., etc., with fifty-four steelplates 
and numerous illustrations on wood. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott, & Co. 1870. 1 vol., 
cloth, pp. 210. 

We have been very favorably impressed with an 
examination of this book, and recommend it asa 
thoroughly useful volume to the operative surgeon. 
The author aims to give “ at least one good method, 
practically described, for every surgical operation in 
general use at the present day.” ‘The descriptions 
are clear and careful, though at times too brief for 
one not already well read in the surgical anatomy of 
the parts. The engravings are uncommonly good, 
and the print and paper of that superior character 
which usually marks the issues of Lippincott, & Co. 


Reports on the Progress of Practical and Sci- 
entific Medicine, in different parts of the world, 
(for the year beginning June 1, 1868, and ending 
June 1, 1869.) Edited by Horace Dobell, M. D., 
assisted by numerous and distinguished coadju- 
tors. London, Longmans, Green, Reader, and 
Dyer, 1870, 1 vol. cloth, pp. 645. 


Dr. Dobell states his design in editing this work 
to be “to bring together in the English language ori- 
ginal and independent reports from all parts of the 
world, written by distinguished men, resident in the 
countries which they represent.” His plan was laid 
in Dec. 1868, and he at once opened correspondence 
with eminent professional men, in different English 
colonies, arranging for suitable communications. 
Necessarily, he states, this first years’ product is no 
fair sample of what is to come. Certainly however, 
he has good reason to be satisfied with his progress. 
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He has brought together a rare collection of origing 
articles, many of them from the hands of 

and gives a summary of a great number of detached 
facts. 

Naturally turning to America in the table of con. 
tents, we were much disappointed to see how inage. 
quately the profession of our country is represented, 
Only two articles are given, one by Dr. B. Mattocks, 
on the climate of Minnesota, a portion of which wag 
published in a New York journal last year, and in 
which at the time we pointed out various errors and 
one-sided statements ; and the other, a brief resumé 
of the progress of laryngoscopy and rhinoscopy by 
Dr. A. Ruppaner. We hope that the next sreport 
will more adequately represent the earnest study 
and careful practical observations of our physicians, 
The best abstracts are those of Germany by Dr. 
Althaus, and of the United Kingdom by the editor 
and others. 

We hope the work will be continued and perfected, 
and we remind our readers that in order to do this, 
the author must be encouraged by a remunerative 
patronage. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diagnosis, Patho. 
and Treatment of Diseases of the Heart. of 

Austin Flint, M. D. Second edition, thoroughly 


revised and enlarged. Philadelphia: Henry C. 
Lea. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 550. 


Dr. Flint’s treatise on cardiac disease has justly 
acquired a standard reputation, and a second edition 
has been needed for some time. The additions of 
the author have been numerous, and increase con- 
siderably the value of the work. The sphygmo- 
graph has contributed a quantity of information to 
our knowledge of heart affections since the first edi- 
tion, which the author does not fail to use. Some 
wood-cuts representing the relations of the heart to 
the abdominal parieties are also given. 


Photographs of Skin Diseases, taken from life, 
under the superintendence of Howard F. Da- 
— M. D., Boston, James Campbell, publisher, 

We 

This elegant series of photographs is now com- 
completed. It forms a series of typical illustrations 
of this variety of lesion, and has an artistic, as well 
as practical, value. There are in all 26 photographs, 
each accompanied by a letter press description, 
printed on handsome tinted paper in the best 
manner, 

Although Dr. Damon’s peculiar views on the 
classification of skin diseases has not, we believe, 
met with a favorable reception outside of his own 
clinical rooms, he is well known as an enthusiastic 
student of dermatology, and this contribution to the 
literature of that branch cannot fail to extend his 
reputation. Such a set of plates are especially val 
uable to those physicians whose hospital advantages 
have not been great. They are furnished by the 
publisher in a neat cloth case, at once ©! 
and convenient, 
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«7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
ally solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 

original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
ration, will be liberally paid for. 


wTo insure publication, articles must be practical, 

wrief a8 possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
, 80 as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
nation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 

—_es— 


1870. SPECIAL NOTICE!! 1870. 

By reference to the Prospectus in another column, it 
will be seen that we have made, and are making arrange- 
ments for communications from some of the best medical 
witers, and most prominent medical men in the country. 
WARE EXPENDING MORE ON THE LITKRARY DEPART- 
MENT OF THE REPORTER THAN WAS EVER BEFORB 
DREAMED OP IN MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN THIS COUNTRY. 

«7 As a large proportion of our subscribers are, or very 
son will be sending in their subscriptions for 1870, and 
many of them can, by @ LITTLE EXERTION, send the 
names of NEW SUBSCRIRERS, we Ofter the following 

LIBERAL PREMIUMS!! 
which the reader will observe are not composed of old and 
wsaleable books, but of 
NEW AND LIVE BOOKS! 
AND SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS !! 

1. For A new subscriber and $5, a copy of the PHYSICIANS’ 
Dairy Pocket RecorpD—or any other publication the 
retail price of which is $1.50. 

2. For 2 new subscribers and $10, one year’s subscription 
tothe HALF YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF MEDICAL SCIENCE, 
published by us at $3 a year, or— 

3. For 2 new subscribers and $10, a copy of NaAPHEY’s 


MopeRN THERAPEUTICS, or any other book selling at 
tetail for $2.50. 


4. For 5 new subseribers and #25, any Books or Surgical 
Instruments to the amount of $6. 


5. For 10 new subscribers, and $50, the same to the 
‘mount of $12.50. 

6. For 13 new subscribers, and 75, an elegant Pocket- 
caseof Instruments worth #20—or Books or Instruments 
‘othat amount. 


*4* If a new subscriber takes two or more of our pub- 
leations at commeatatioy rates, the amount must count $5 
wnly for the premiums. 

PROFESSOR GROSS’ PORTRAIT. 

We have had some Artists’ Proofs issued of Professor 
GROSS’ admirable portrait published in the Rerorrser 
'w January 8th, for the accommodation of tliote who 
daire to frame it. Price 61.00. 


Editorial. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO JOURNALS. 

Any intelligent man who practices medicine 
for a decade or a score of years acquires an 
experience of no small value to himself, and 
which can be made almost equally serviceable 
to his fellows if he only has the skill and the 
will to make it so. The large number of med- 
ical journals in the country do not leave him 
the excuse that he has no opportunity to com- 
municate his knowledge to the world; and in 
our opinion, he neglects a duty, unless he 
seeks to avail himself of this opportunity. 

Let us not be understood as urging all doc- 
tors to rush into print with heavy essays, and 
ponderous articles ; still less with lengthy and 
tedious reports of cases. But those facts and 
views, especially of diagnosis and treatment, 
to which they themselves attach great import- 
ance, can and ought to be common property. 
Short, pointed, and practical articles, that is, 
applicable and instructive for daily practice, 
are what we want. Results rather than meth- 
ods, truths rather than suppositions, facts 
rather than theories, are what we ask from 
our contributors. 

Then again, let such articles be carefully 
prepared, both in point of chirography, gram- 
mar, and accuracy of description. Too often 
we receive communications with an accom- 
panying note, asking us to correct any errors, 
that they have been written in great haste, 
that the authors had no time to copy them, 
and are in doubt as to some point of anatomy 
or physiology mentioned. Is it a wonder that 
we feel inclined to consign such a contribution 
to oblivion forthwith? Is this the proper care 
to show in writing for the scientific press? If 
an author cannot spare the time to write an 
article properly, he had better wait till he can. 

Another important rule is to avoid fine 
writing. The simplest language is always the 
best and the most beautiful. Technicalities 
are always appropriate when they express the 
meaning better than ordinary words, and not 
otherwise. 

FRAUDULENT IMITATION OF NAMES. 

The English Court of Chancery has recently 
issued a perpetual injunction against the 
fraudulent imitation of a trade mark, placed 
upon white sheetings exported from Manches- 
ter to Amsterdam. The trade mark consisted 
of a lamb surrounded by a belt fastened bya 
buckle, with the legend ‘‘ Deus pastor meus.” 
The defendant used the same de-ign, but sub- 
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stituted ‘“‘Deus pastoral meurza,’” for the 
original legend. The Court held that this was 
clearly a fraudulent imitation, made the in- 
junction perpetual, and ordered the die and 
stamps to be delivered up to the complainant. 

It is singular that while in trade an imita- 
tion of that kind is promptly stopped, and the 
defendants punished, in the far more impor- 
tant matter of education, parties are left un- 
protected. The same ignoble reasons which 
induce a tradesman to imitate as closely as he 
can a popular trade mark, and thus take ad- 
vantage of the labor and reputation of another 
firm in order to vend his inferior wares, prompt 
bodies of men and corporations to do the same. 

There is in New York city a medical de- 
partment of the University of New York, 
and in this city a medical department of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Both of these 
are regular schools of high repute. Within 
the last few years some charlatans have start- 
ed medical schools, in each city, adopting the 
title of ‘‘ University’ also, and using every 
possible subterfuge to confound themselves in 
the eyes of an undiscerning public with the 
respectable institutions they imitate in name. 

Not a few students from country localities 
have been thus misled and deliberately swin- 
dled of their money and time. 

It is unfortunate that the same penalties 
cannot be laid upon such putters-forth of false 
pretense, as upon mercantile houses who imi- 
tate trade marks and infringe on patents. 
Under the circumstances, the most we can do 
is to warn the profession to look closely to 
the titles of institutions which claim their 
patronage, and not to be deceived by similarity 
of designation. 


EDITORIAL THORNS. 

The difficult position of an editor is never 
more fully apparent than when he accidentally 
aronses professional jealousy. Some weeks 
since an article on Occlusion of the Vagina 
appeared in the REPORTER, giving the details 
of an interesting case of decided surgical 
merit. The gentleman who described it, is a 
contributor to the medical journals both of 
New York and this city; and is accustomed to 


consult with some of the most eminent sur- | 


geons of New York. No one has ever 
questioned the truthfulness of his report, and 
no objection of any kind has previously been 
. made to his articles. And now for a singular 
coincidence! Out of our many thousand pro- 
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fessional readers, not one, so far as we know 
discovered anything objectionable in the arti. 
cle in question, except three practitioners 
who reside and practice in the same city as 
the operator—men of high character ang 
standing in the profession, it is true, but 
who seem to us, in this instance, to be acty. 
ated by motives that are unworthy of them 
and their profession. They write as follows: 

“ An article upon occlusion of the vagina 
having appeared in your journal, some time 
ago, decidedly offensive to our good taste ip 
such matters, and not wishing to be subjected 
to the necessity of again reading an article 
more fit in its general character for a Police 
Gazette, we hereby give you notice to discon. 
tinue your REPORTER to our address.” 

Now we submit whether any adequate rea. 
son is given in the above for such hasty and 
evidently partial and concerted action as this? 
It seems to us neither just to ourselves, as 
editors, nor praiseworthy in those who per. 
form it. The question of good taste we yield 
to none of them, and we cannot but believe 
that personal feeling, not professional pro- 
priety, is the impulse. If the report is in any 
particular untrue, or unjust even to others, it 
is the duty of some one cognizant of the facts 
to expose it; and none is more capable of 
doing so than the several eminent gentlemen 
from New York who lent their counsel and 
assistance to the operator. 





Somnambulism. 


The Arehbishop of Bordeaux thus describes a case 
of somnambulism in a young priest :—He wasin the 
habit of writing sermons when asleep, and although 
a card was placed between his eyes and the note- 
book, he continued to write vigorously. After he 
had written a page requiring correction, a piece of 
blank paper of the exact size was substituted for his 
own manuscript, and on that he made the cortec- 
tions in the precise situation which they would have 
occupied on the original page. A very astonishing 
part of this is that which relates to his writing mt- 
sic in his sleeping state, which it is said he did with 
perfect precision. He asked for certain things, and 
saw and heard such things as bore directly upon the 
subject of his thoughts. He detected the deceit 
when water was given to him in the place of brandy 
which he asked for. Finally, he knew nothing of 
all that had transpired when he awoke, but in his 
next paroxysm he remembered all accurately—and 
so lived a sort of double life, a phenomenon W: 
is said to be universal in. all the cases .of exalted 
somnambulism. o cs aa ele 
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BULLETIN OF RECENT THERAPEU- 
TICS.* 
By Geo. H, Napueys, M.D. 
No. 3. 


{norderto enable the compiler of this bulletin to do jus- 
tice to American Therapeutics, he invites directly, from 
experienced practitioners, contributions for this column. 
He desires brief but specific details of tried methods 
of treatment, i. ¢., the exact combination of remedies em- 

loyed; the doses ; Sogueey of administration ; contra- 
indications, etc., as well as the dietetic and hygienic man- 
agement advised. He wishes not merely therapeutical 
novelties, but also a record of the negative and positive 
results of experience with either well established or newly 
suggested medical procedures, ‘ 

ile the compiler intends to collate widely and largely 
from foreign and American periodicals and monographs, 
he would fike to draw upon the accumulated fund of 
unpublished therapeutical facts in the hands of many rea- 
ders of this journal, whose co-operation, therefore, he con- 
fidently seeks. 


UTERINE THERAPEUTICS. 
J. WARING CURRAN, L. K., AND Q. C. P. I., ETC. 


30. B. aij. 
Tincture aconiti, f.3ij 
Syrupi aurantii corticis, f.Zviij. M. 

A teaspoonful ter die in the treatment of ovarian 
neuralgia. 

Our author states that this combination has 
almost a magical influence in many cases, He re- 
ports (Medical Press and Circular, August 19th, 
1868) six cases in which various sedatives and ano- 
dynes had been tried in vain. In all he found that 
before the above mixture was finished by the pa- 
tient the pains had entirely ceased. 

Dr. J. T. NEWMAN, of Chicago, confirms the use- 
fulness of this mixture, and records (in the Chicago 
Medical Examiner for November, 1869,) three 
cases of neuralgia of the ovaries treated by it with 
success, after the failure of other remedies. 


Ammoniz muriatis, 


Dr. A. DEspRES, SURGEON TO THE LOURCINE 
HosPiTAL, PARIS. 

Injections of Warm Water in the Treatment of 
Uterine Inflammation and of Dysmenorrhea. 

Our author states that injections of hot water of 
from 95° to 104° F. are excellently calmative and 
powerfully antipblogistic in the treatment of uterine 
inflammation, and that when they provoke a sangui- 
heous discharge, it is a forerunner of improvement. 

When there is a periuterine inflammation, even 
about a hematocele, warm water is still a good re- 
solvent, and hitherto he has not seen that warm 
Water augmented the hemorrhage. It is true to 
‘ay that the vaginal injection never reaches the ves- 
sel that emits the blood. ; 

In dysmenorrheea, warm water occasions conges- 


 *Entered according to Act of Congress,in the year 
10, by Gro. H. NAPHEYS, M. D., in the Cletk’s Office of 
‘the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn’a. 

| N. B—This copyright is not intended to prevent. medi- 
tal journals publishing these articles, but only their being 
wwued in bbok form. one ee aes 
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time:, the entire system is so perverted or over- 
whelmed by the reaction upon it of the uterine 
disease, that a therapeusis, as broad in its applica- 
tion as are the indications of a state of universal ill_ 
tion of the uterus, and the congestion is followed by 
areturn of the menses, and consequently by a 
marked alleviation. 

Finally, injections of warm water act like the 
cataplasm and waim lotions, which are so usefully 
employed in inflammations of the integument. 

The injections of warm water are practiced at the 
hospital with irrigators, of which the jet is not very 
strong. The water used should be of 95° to 104° F., 
and it is renewed two, four, or six times in the day. 
This therapeutic means is convenient and not re- 
pugnant to patients—a good condition for its em- 
ployment ; beside it occasions no bad result. 


Henry M. FIELD, M. D., or Boston. 
The Constitutional Treatment of Uterine 
Disease. 


Our author lays great stress upon the necessity of 
associating constitutional medication with topical 
applications in the treatment of uterine disease 
For, firstly and theoretically, the uterine lesion, if it 
have existed for some time before it is brought to 
our notice, although it was the original cause, is not, 
at present, the sole and efficient cause of the patient’s 
condition, but also the depraved state of the blood 
and of the nervous system and the many forms of 
functional derangement which complicate the case ; 
and, moreover, secondly and practically, we cannot 
hope successfully to compete with even a local in- 
flammation, or to restore a single diseased organ to 
a normal and healthful condition, so long as the 
blood is seriously impaired in its quality, and the 
more important functions of animal life are depraved 
or disordered. 


Nevertheless, he suspects that there is a too gen- 
eral tendency, in uterine therapeusis, to trust solely, 
or nearly so, to the employment of local medication. 
This was certainly, at one time, a fault of his own, 
but his experience has more recently included cases, 

which have abundantly satisfied him of the frequent 
allacy and ineffectiveness of such practice. 

He has seldom found complicating constipation 
cured by the removal, for insiance, of the mechani- 
cal obstacle imposed upon the bowel by the flexed 
andengorged uterus. Its more or less long continu- 
ance has produced too profound an impression, and 
extended in its influence, to the procuring of other 
abnormal conditions of the economy, which are, in 
their turn, by acting reflexly, concerned in keeping 
it up, for itto be permanently and effectually re- 
moved by the removal only of the first, although it 
be the principal, cause, in the series of causes which 
produced it. Many of these cases, of course, are es- 
sentially cases of insufficient innervation, and the 
use of nux vomica or strychnia is indicated ; but, at 
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health, will be required before we can expect the re- 
turn of health and regularity to so important a fanc- 
tion as that of the bowels. Such are those cases in 
which the nervons system has especially suffered 
from the effects of the uterine lesion; and such, 
even more markedly, in which the quality of the 
blood has become very much depraved. With 
such patients, to give strychnia or belladonna, with 
the design of acting specifically upon a single func- 
tion, and of restoring a condition of permanent 
health to the bowels, would be almost as short- 
sighted, and almost as much of a temporary expe- 
dient, as it would be to give purgatives. The im- 
poverished blood must first be fortified and enriched 
before we can look for the normal performance of 
any impé6rtant function; and accordingly there are 
patients, answering the condition described, in 
whom a course of iron, properly regulated, may be 
the only general therapeutic agent that is necessary 
to overcome and cure constipation, which could not 
be reached in any other way. 

In some of his uterine cases he has found arsenic, 
and especially the arseniate of iron, very effective in 
removing constipation, and has sometimes received 
benefit from this agent when he has failed to make 
a successful impression with any of the more com- 
monly used remedies. 

He has been very much pleased in cases of female 
difficulties in which iron has been indicated with the 
action of oxalate of iron, a preparation first brought 
to his notice by Prof. CRAIG, of the Smithsonian 
Institute. Being a light and tasteless powder, with 
nothing repulsive in its appearance, it can be ex- 
hibited in that form, to those occasional patients who 
are unable to swallow a pill. He values it particu- 
larly because it is less liable to cause irritation or 
derangement of the stomach, or constipation of the 
bowels, where this common effect of ferruginous 
preparations is to be avoided, than is any other form 
of iron with which he is familiar. He has found it 
to agree with and benefit patients who, from past 
experience, believed themselves unable to take iron 
in any form. 

He urges the employment of conjoined consti- 
tutional medication in the treatment of uterine dis- 
eases, as required, for two principal reasons: First, 
on aceount of disturbances or derangements of 
special functions, with, or without, a state of general 
ill-health on the part of the patient ; and, second, 
for the favorable reaction of such medication upon 
the womb itself. 

A, C. GaRRATT, M. D., Boston. 
Pruritus Vulve. 
BR. Aeidi bydrocyanici, 
(Scheele’s), 
Liquoris plum?i subace- 
tals, 
Aque, 
. As a loca) applieation. 


31. 
f.Zij. 


Bi 
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Dr. HoraTio R. STORER states that he hag 
given great comfort in this affection by Oldham, 
ointment of hydrocyanic acid and acetate of 
with cocoa butter. 

Dr. G. S. Jones, of Boston, has employed with 
benefit in pruritus of the vulva, the following: 

32. RK. Sodz biboratis, 

Camphore, 
Olei gaultheriz, gtt.xxx, 
Aquz bullientis, Oij. M. 
When cool pass through a cloth. To be usa 
cold as a wash for the parts, and as an injection 
into the vagina. 
Dr. LEon Gros, PARIS. 


Our author records a case in the Bulletin Général 
de Thérapeutique, of a woman tormented during 
two successive pregnancies by a pruritus. ofthe 
whole cutaneous surface without eruption. Nervous 
spasms caused by the itching rendered the womsn’s 
life miserable. Various treatments were tried with- 
out effect. Pyrosis and dental neuralgia at length 
complicated the case. At this period, smoking of 
tobacco was resorted to with complete and speedy 
success on both occasions. One cigar was smoked 
every night. Sleep and comfort returned, 

Uterine Douche. 

Syringes are so extensively used in medicine and 
surgery, that an improved instrument may be con- 
sidered a boon to the profession. Those in ordin- 
ary use are of threefold construction. 

1. Those which act by direct pressure upon the 
fluid through the medium of a piston and plug. 

2. Those which act by exhausting the air, and 
afterwards expelling the fluid which enters into th 
vacuum. 

1. Those which act like Scanzoni’s on the prinei- 
ple of a syphon. 

All of these appliances are liable to get out of order 
and neither of them is perfect. Dr. BEIGEL has com- 
bined all their separate advantages in one instra- 
ment. It consists of a glass bottle holding the finid 
to be injected. Into the neck of the bottle acork or 
plug is fitted. Through this cork a tube descends 
into the fluid and at right angles to it two other 
ubes are affixed. One is in communication witha 
hand-ball bellows whilst the other has a perforated 
end, and is inserted into the vagina. On using the 
hand bellows, a current of air is torced into the flaid 
contained in the bottle, which compressing it, causes 
it to eseape with some violence through the vaginal 
tube. It works with precision and is also applicable 
to the rectum, eyes, pharynx, nose, etc. 

Herr D. TouvT has devised a somewhat similar 
syringe, but instead of a hand ball or bellows;be 
employs the descent of a body of mercury forcom 
pressiag the air and forcing the fluid ontward. 
principle is the same in both. ; *! oy 
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Numbers Wanted. 

1 We must again request subscribers who do 
not care to preserve their files of the REPORTER, to 
i us the favor to return us Nos. 670 and 672, for 
Jan. Ist and 15th, 1870. We also need Nos. 619, 
(26, 634, 651, 652, 656 and 660. We will give credit 
for them on subscription. 


Misinformed. 

The Sunday Dispatch of this city, in an obituary 
notice of Dr. GEORGE H. BEAUMONT, whose decease 
yas mentioned in the REPORTER of last week, spoke 
of him as the physician who made the famous phy- 
iological observations on Alexis St. Martin. Inas- 
much as the accident to St. Martin occurred 50 years 
yo,and Dr. WILLIAM BEAUMONT’S investigations 
about forty-five years ago, our cotemporary is singu- 
larly astray. 


The Human Heart. 

It is stated that Professor Haughton, of Dublin, 
has calculated that the ventricles alone of the human 
jgart perform the total daily work of 124,208 foot- 
tons. For every ounce of weight of the heart, that 
aan, it is asserted, performs 50,576 foot pounds of 
sank per minute, and on the suppostion that it were 
wexpend its entire force in lifting its own weight 
vatically, it is calculated that the heart would raise 
iself 19,754 feet in an hour, that is 329% feet ina 
ninute. In comparing these figures with the more 
fmiliar standards, it may be interesting to remem- 
ier that a “ horse power,” according to Watt’s cal- 
cation, consists in the force that working eight 
hows a day raises 33,000 pounds one foot high in 
weminute. From Professor Haughton’s statement, 
twillbe seen that the heart exercises a force that 
would raise 193,212 pounds one foot high in a min- 


Was Lord Brougham Insane. 


This question is discussed in a paper by Dr. DAn- | 


i H. TuKE, read at the annual meeting of the 
\edieo-Psychological Association -held at York in 
August, and published in the Journal of Mental 
‘ience for the current quarter. He says: “That 
Sougham’s mental condition at the periods of his 
‘kto which I refer was something more than mere 
‘tentricity—that there were times when a certain 
att insanity seemed to break out and assume an 
«ire form—will, I think, be deemed highly proba- 
te by those who will do me the favor to listen to the 
‘umstances in his biography, to which I wish 
tae especially to direct attention.” * * * * 
“ws I venture to suggest, there lurked in the nobly 
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leagues and his royal waster were so startled as to 
resolve on the course of exclusion they so firmly 
pursued; it explains the presence, in his portrait, of 
a ‘blur,’ as Miss Martineau, in her recent work (Bio- 
graphical Sketches), happily expresses it, ‘ where 
Lord Brougham should have been.’ Charity 
ought to rejoice tu find a legitimate excuse for the 
irregularities of genius ; and the biographer must be 
either malicious or ignorant who, not availing him- 
self of it, condemns them as inexcusable crimes, or 
treats them with unfeeling levity, To the subtle 
disorder of those delicate mental forces, whose in- 
tegrity is essential to sustained power and success, 
will be attributed the extraordinary fact that the 
successful Chancellor who enjoyed ‘a greater suprem- 
acy and popularity than any of his predecessors 
(Cardinal Wolsey alone excepted,’) and was dubbed 
Henry IX by the bar, not only fell from his high 
estate, but never rose to office again, or to a com- 
manding position as an independent statesman, al- 
though living six-and-thirty years longer, and in the 
possession of so many remarkable mental gifts.” 


The Marriage of Cousins. 
The London Lancet sums up the discussions on 
this question very correctly, as follows : 


“The marriage of cousins, providing both are healthy, 
has no tendency to produce disease in the offspring. 
If, however, the cousins inherit the disease or the pro- 
clivity to it of their common ancestor, their children 
will have a strong tendency to that disease, which 
might be fostered or suppressed by circumstances. 
There can be no question that cousins descended 
from an insane or highly phthisical grand-parent 
should not intermarry; but we cannot see any 
reason for supposing that either insanity or phthisis 
would result from the intermarriage of healthy 
cousins.” 


This is the view we have constantly, and in the 
face of much opposition, maintained in this journal 








‘sowed mental constitution of Lord Brougham a 
“tt germ which, on several occasions, was devel- | 
* ito an actual frenzy, it explains why his col- | 


and we are glad to have our opinion endorsed by so 
careful an authority as the Lancet. 


Foot and Mouth Disease. 

Mr. McBRIDE, reports in the British Medical 
Journal : 

The milk of diseased cows is not the only article 
for the propagation of this exanthem in pigs. It 
may be communicated by the litter, on which diseased 
oxen have lain, being used as bedding for pigs; the 
virus contained in it is thus brought in contact with 
the sensitive parts between the digits, or the mucous 
membrane of the mouth; further, the virus from 
pigs will produce the disease in cattle. It is a well 
known fact amongst pig dealers, that piggeries are 
privileged spots,-or centres for the spread of this dis- 
ease as the virus becomes adherent to the woodwork 
and bedding; even the ground may be saturated 
with it. The poison appears to retain its vitality for 
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a considerable period, so that ifanimals be placed 
in such styes, within twenty four hours they are all 
lame, bleeding from the feet, and at the same time 
showing the other characteristic symptoms of the dis- 
ease ; so much so is this the case, that pig dealers kill 
them at once to prevent loss. Iam not aware of any 
cases providing the transmission of this disease from 
cattle to pigs, or from pigs to cattle, by infection. 


The Eye in Leucocythemia. 

The Medical Press and Circular says, M. Lrt- 
BREICH, the eminent oculist of Paris, relates cases 
toshow that leucocythemia may produce , special 
actuations in the retina. He has observed in six 
patients with this complaint exudations analagous 
to those which he has figured among his plates in 
his Atlas. The papilla is pale, and the retina in its 
neighborhood muddy, whilst small irregular stains 
are desseminated in the region of the macula. M. 
Becker publishes two cases copied into the Mouve- 
ment Medical, in one of which, a man aged 32, the 
vision of the right eye was normal, that of the left 
much enfeebled. The blood was of a pale red, the 
mass of the white globules was, at least, equal to 
that of the red, The fundus oculi was of a clear 
orange yellow, the retinal arteries rather narrow, 
and pale yellow, the veins very large and rose- 
colored, the retinal tissue muddy. In the region of 
the yellow spot was seen a white, yellowish stain, 
surrounded by ared border, and in the neighborhood 
several other smaller spots were seen. The iodide 
of iron was of service to vision. Patient had had 
syphilis, and had phthisis and albuminuria. 


Diuretics. 

Dr. NUNNELEY, of York, England, according to 
the Medical Press and Circular, in experimenting 
on himself with citrate of potash, in does from 10 
to 18 drachms in twenty-four hours, found his urine 
increased 23 ounces, whilst the urea decreased 84 
grains, and the solids 60 grains. The spiritus etheris 
nitrici, in doses from 10 to 18 drachms in twenty- 
four hours, slightly increased the water, and di- 
minished the urea and solids ; and the oil of juniper, 
in doses of 30 or 40 drops in twenty-four hours, 
slightly increased the urea andsolids. It would ap- 
pear, from these facts, that these substances are by 
no means very powerful diuretics. 


European Items 
Relapsing fever has broken out in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in two distant parts of the city, and with- 
ut any traceable cause in either case. The Edin- 
burgh Medical Journal thinks this disease is a 
stumbling block in the way of “change of type” 
theorists. 





An Excellent Antiseptic and Disinfectant. 

The compound of phosphate of ime with gy. 
pburous acid, has been shown by Dr. Garland, of 
England, to possess remarkable antiseptic and dis. 
infecting powers, applicable in many cases which 
cannot be reached by other preparations. It is q 
clean white powder, which soils and stains nothing, 
dusts off garments or carpets, leaving no mark; it 
is free from smell or taste, and harmless to animal 
life. It withstands the action of the atmosphere 
indefinitely, is rapidly oxidized when incorporated 
with soil, and has given great satisfaction as a 
manure. 


Experiments on Cattle. 

A member of the French Academy of Medicine, 
who is a believer in the infection creed, lately bought 
four fine healthy heifers of the same age. He mix- 
ed with the food of three of them turbercular mat- 
ter taken from cattle that had died from phthisis, 
and to the other he gave food without any such ad- 
dition. The three first mentioned died of consump- 
tion in four months, the other is living and well. 
Generally, however, if we put faith in the exper- 
ments made by M. Dubuisson to determine this 
point, animals fed with an admixture of tubercular 
lungs, although they experience uneasiness and 
disturbance of system, do not become tuberculous. 


Accident Insurance. 

We frequently notice the occurrence of accidents 
t° physicians disabling them for a time from attend- 
ing to their ordinary duties. Physicians, of all men 
in the community are peculiarly liable to accidents, 
and to them a policy in a good Accident Insurance 
Company would often be avery great boon. A cor- 
respondent in Alabama writes: “I am just recover- 
ing from the effects of a dislocated ankle and broken 
leg. Rode yesterday, for first time in three months. 
Fortunately, had an Accident Policy in the — 
which they promptly paid.” 

We do not write in the interest of any company, 
are under no kind of obligations to any—but 4 
small investment in an annual premium in & good 
company often pays well. 


Polygamy in its Influence on Population. 

At the last meeting of the Anthropological Society, 
London, a paper by Dr. J. Campbell was read, “On 
Polygamy : its influence in determining the sex 0 
our race, and its effects on the growth of population.” 
Minute details of the relative proportions of female 
to male births in the harems of the king and other 
important dignitaries of Siam were given. The 
result seems to be that the proportions of males and 
females born were, as in the case of monogamist 
marriages, atout equal. 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Popular Medical Literature. 
EpiToRS MEDICAL & SURGICAL REPORTER: 


There is a notion prevalent among the medical 
world of the present era, that in all things pertain- 
ing to the practice of the curative art, we are far in 
advance of the past ages of the world; particularly 
jsthis marked in the idea so widely entertained, 
that we now hold the key to unlock the door-way 
through which many of the adverse spirits to suc- 
cessful practice are to forever take their leave—the 
ignorance of the public on medical matters. 

We see this idea of enlightening the people on 
medical matters as a way out of all our troubles, 
occupying a central position in all discussions of the 
subject. Indeed, the idea has obtained so deep a 
hold in the professional mind, that it will no doubt 
wem to many very absurd in any one, at this late 
day, to say aught against it; but let others say as 
they will, it is always the duty of conscientious per- 
sons to combat the errors attached to their calling, 
if they alone, of all the world, hold the opinion. 

That the charges against our medical ancestors of 
aselfish purpose in surrounding medicine with as 
much mystery as possible is erroneous, I have no 
doubt. Iam of the opinion that they had a more 
proper appreciation of the relations of the physici- 
an and patient to each other than we have, unot- 
withstanding the advanced civilization of our time. 
Allthe mysticism used was, that they did not seek 
tomuddle the brain of every plebeian with details of 
asubject which they could never comprehend; and 
this course not only did the people no wrong, but, on 
the contrary, was of very great benefit, both to the 
profession and the community—giving the first the 
ulvantages to be desired from a lucrative practice, 
and the latter the aid, in time of need, of skill and 
knowledge in the treatment of their maladies—not 
kaving them, as is now too often the case, to the 
management of some conceited ignoramus—an off- 
shoot from some stock of wisdom—as ul te or 
Gunn. 

Now I do not wish to be understood as an advo- 
tate of a course which would keep the people in 
ignorance, and subject them thereby to a degraded 

dependence on their superiors in knowledge : far be 
fom me any such wish, though I am constrained 
‘osay that I think the diffusion of general intelli- 
gente among the masses would go much further 
‘ward eradicating the evil complained of, than 
vould any smattering of medical knowledge which, 
intheir present state, might be instilled into them, 
Wreeach medical man to preach to them daily 





throughout his whole career. If, in the accumula- 
tion of common sense, they should chance to store 
up some facts in regard to Anatomy, Physiology, 
and Chemistry, all very well; they will, perhaps, 
have learned by them that medicine is a two-edged 
sword, 

The fallacy of the notion that talking to the pop- 
ulace on medical subjects, and thereby posting them 
would be advantageous to either them or the medi- 
cal profession, is susceptible of the most satisfactory 
demonstration by any physician who will take a 
little trouble to turn his attention to the matter. I, 
in common with the masses in the ranks of medi- 
cine, for the first ten years of my professional life, 
thought it a sacred duty, on proper occasions, to 
enlighten the more intelligent members of the com- 
munity on medical matters, more particularly if an 
unusual, protracted, or grave case happened to 
themselves or a member of their families; and I 
am persuaded that I did this with as much tact and 
discrimination as most physicians would do, and 
this in the midst of a community of at least average 
intelligence, and I am honest in saying that I con- 
sider the practice to have been exceedingly hurtful 
to my success and usefulness as a practitioner. 

I have almost, without a single exception, lost the 
practice—often immediately, in the families where 
I ventured on this course. 

As we arean eminently practical people, it is not 
to be presumed that I would take issue with an 
opinion which long use has almost established into 
a truth, without the possession of facts sufficient to 
establish satisfactorily my position,—I will there- 
fore detail some of them : 


Mr. A. consulted me, saying that he usually 
filled a patent bucket with urine in the course of his 
day’s work—twelve or fifteen hours; that he had 
consulted two other physicians, (one of whom 
prided himself very much on his skill as a physi- 
cian and surgeon) ; the first told him his malady re- 
sulted from a powerful pair of kidneys,—the other 
that it was the result of habit. I took pains to set 
his condition clearly before him, and as a reward, 
during the next hour he placed himself under the 
treatment of a man who had never seen the walls 
of a medical college, nor had three books in his 
house (he had no office). Mr. S. had a sublingual 
abscess (not an ordinary ranular), from which I 
evacuated some ounces of pus by incision. After too 
early exposure, the abscess filled again and on my 
explaining to him the anatomy, physiology, and 
pathology of the structure, with the rationale of a 
prescription which I had made for him, he seemed 
pleased with the information, but sent immediately 
for another doctor! Mr. T., our Circuit Court- 
Clerk, a gentleman of very much more than ordinary 
intellect, called me to see his wife in a threatened 
abortion. He seemed uneasy in regard to her con- 
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dition, and I velunteered to explain the nature of 
the case, with the mechanism of the matter, etc. ; 
he seemed to loose confidence in me at once, and 
declared that such information was only fitted to 
create useless solicitude on the part of patient and 
friends. Mr. P. requested me to visit his daughter, 
who, on the second night after her nuptials, had 
been attacked soon after retiring with a sense of 
suffocation, palpitation, ete., etc. I found the 
ady well recovered from her hysteria, and to ex- 
cuse the matter told them that she was suffering 
only from a slight cold, and would need nothing 
but a little castor oil in the morning. This was not 
more satisfactory than would have been telling them 
too much, so they sent immediately for another 
physician, and have had no use for me since. 

Now these are only a few illustrative cases of 
very many analogous ones I might mention, to make 
apparent the error of our ways, and when I remark 
that before these occurrences I had practiced in 
these families a number of years, the baneful influ- 
ence of the course can be better appreciated. Mine 
may be the error in this matter, but I am consoling 
myself with the thought that this, no doubt, is the 
experience of most practitioners who have ventured 
on a similar course. I have made a stern resolve to 
treat them in the future with the austere silence 
which they deserve; as I look upon the mass of 
mankind as but little superior in their reasoning 
power to their next relations—the Chimpanzee. 

dé. P.C. 

[We are well pleased to have our correspondent 
relate the above facts, as it gives us an illustration, 
how medical information should not be conveyed, 
It is singular that he or any should imagine that it 
is in accordance with “tact and discrimination” to 
make a patient the subject of a clinical lecture for 
his own instruction! or to take occasion of serious 
illness in a family, to read that family a dissertation 
on pathology!) What would we think of the sea 
captain, who, in the face of an approaching tempest, 
should descant on the destructive force of the waves, 
the doubtful strength of spars, and the weak points 
of vessels? Yet this palpable error the physician 
commits, who, like our correspondent, takes an oc- 
casion of danger as a fit season for instruction. Phy- 
sician as we are, we dislike the medical friend who 
visits us when we are ill, and descants on our in- 
firmities with scientific coolness. 

But the passenger who is reasonably instructed in 
navigation is free from a thousand groundless fears 
which would otherwise terrify him, and people, who 

n healthy hours, free from pain, danger, and solici- 

tude, are instructed in the formation and func- 
tions of their own bodies, and are taught the effi- 
cience of therapeutics, will both bear their sickness 
with a less perturbed spirit, and discriminate more 
justly between the ignorant and the skilled physi- 
cian.—EDs.] 
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Experience with Chloral Hydrate. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 

The superiority of Hydrate of chloral as an hypno- 
tic and anodyne, and its adaptibility to the wants of 
the practitioner, being yet sub judice the following 
case will contribute to the mass of facts now accu. 
mulating, to prove Leibreichs’ great discovery a glo- 
rious boon to that numerous class of sufferers, whose 
anguish though quenched by opiates, receives but an 
additional pang from their occasionally serious and 
painful sequel. 

Mrs. N. has been a martyr to uterine and oya- 
rian neuralgia accompanying uterine disease. Mor- 
phia and preparations of opium, when administered 
by the mouth always induced insomnia. Their sub- 
cutaneous endermic and rectal administration usually 
brought relief, but were all followed by excessive 
and long continued nausea, which prostrated the 
patient so greatly as to demand stimulants, &, I 
was in despair, and when called a few days ago, at 
once administered the following : 


kK. Hyd. chloral, 
Syr. tolut., " 
Aquee font., i M. 


Sig.—Tablespoonful at once, to be foilowed 
in two hours by two tablespoonfuls, and if 
relief does not result in three hours, three 
tablespoonfuls to be taken. 

On the following morning I found her soundly 
asleep, while her children were rather boisterous in 
their rejoicings at their mother’s peculiar, and to 
them, amusingslumber. She was readily awakened 
by roughly shaking her by the arm, and remarked 
smilingly, that she “liked to have slept her eyeballs 
out.” The pain had been subdued by the first dose 
and after the second she fell into a calm slumber, 
which had continued without an intermission of 
but a few minutes at daylight, during the whole 
night. She was delighted, and expressed herself 
much improved, which her symptoms corroborated. 
Her pulse had fallen to 85, and her pinched coun- 
tenance had assumed a placid and cheery air. 

S. Barvcnu, M. D, 


| Camden, S. C., March 15, 1870. 


Aconite in Singultus 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

On the 27th March, 1870, I was called by Dr. 
GARDINER, of this place, to visit with him a Mr. 
Thompson, who was laboring under a severe attack 
of typhoid pneumonia, who had been treated, pre- 
viously, five days by Dr. » who refused to 
meet Dr. GARDINER, when the latter’s counsel had 
been requested. Dr. G., feeling the weight of the 
responsibility thrown on him, frankly stated to the 
patient and friends the true nature of the case and 
wished to withdraw. Thisthe patient, however, be- 
sought him not to do, and forthwith discharged Dr. 
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April 2, 1870. ] 


Dr. GARDINER still not wishing to assume 
theentire responsibility under such circumstances, 
invited me to share with him the charge of the case. 
We found the patient with severe pain in right side» 
copious “ prune-juice” expectoration, tympanitis, 
pulse 150 per minute. Severe troublesome cough, 
and singultus. Under the ordinary treatment for 
several days, the pneumonia and tympanitis were 
abating, but the hiccough increasing in severity and 
duration ; at first lasting only a few hours a day, 
but now lasting from six to eight hours at a time, 
so that at least three-fourths of the time was occu- 
pied in hiccoughing, and his strength fast decreasing. 
Having failed with the usual remedies for singultus» 
I proposed to Dr. GARDINER to try tincture of 
aconite, in two drop doses, every three hours, which 
was given, and after the third dose his hiccough 
ceased to a great extent, and his pulse fell to a 
nearly normal condition. We then ordered four 
doses of quinia and morphia, containing each four 
grains quinia and one-fourth grain of morphia, to be 
given every four hours, which relieved him en- 
tirely from hiccough. He is now convalescent, and 
able to be up part of the time. I was led to the use 
ofaconite from the fact that I have frequently cured 
sympathetic vomiting with it when everything else 
had failed. 

As I may not have another opportunity to try the 
remedy, I would suggest it to any who may have ob- 
stinate cases of singultus, resisting the usual reme- 
dies. I once lost a patient from singultus in typhoid 
fever, after using everything recommended in the 
hooks. I believe aconite would have cured him. 

E. A. OPPELT, M. D. 

Loogootee, Ind., March 15, 1870. 


aaa, 


Post-Mortem Examinations. 
Eps. MED. & SuRG. REP.: 


Why is it that so much antipathy and ignorant 
pular indignation exists with regard to post-mor- 
tmexaminations ? That this ordeal, in itself of so 
great and incalculable value to mankind generally, 
md to the medical profession specially, should, 
trough superstition and bias alone, be condemned 
®ahabit, at once, both barbarous and inhuman ; 
ad that in this age of advancement and enlighten- 
nent the entertainment of an idea to this effect, be- 
gitten in ignorance, and fostered in prejudice, should 
kallowed to prove itself an obstacle to the further- 
ace of a science, the most philanthrophic and en- 
lightened in the march of time ? 

The benefits accruing from a legally established 
ystem of post-mortem examination in every case 
{death are valuable beyond computation; and I 
taintain that, were there a law passed to the effect 
ut interment could not be obtained without the 
"istration of a medical certificate, granted by a 
‘ally qualified practitioner, setting forth the cause 
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of death, as developed by post-mortem appearances 
and facts deducible therefrom, cases of sudden 
death, from obscure causes and otherwise, would be 
of less frequent occurrence, or rather, repetition. 

Burns has said, that “ The fear o’ hell’s a hang- 
man’s whip ;” and it is a fact beyond the shadow of 
doubt, that did Law demand what Justice requires, 
viz., a reason for the cause of every death, set forth 
in the manner above stated, the poisoned cup and 
the assassin’s knife would in future play a less im- 
portant part in assisting man to “ shuffle off this 
mortal coil” than they have done heretofore. 

For the furtherance of medical science, pathologi- 
cal anatomy can never fail to. prove a most un- 
equivocal and unfailing help. Take, for instance, a 
case where diagnosis has been doubtful—we are 
enabled to decide by the medium of post-mortem 
examination alone, whether our treatment has been 
in accordance with the disease; if not, wherein it 
has been defective or redundant, and thus we can 
cite for our future guidance what lawyers call a 
“case in point;”.and so avoid obtaining our con- 
clusions from the labyrinths of what is at best bu 
fallacy and conjecture. Again, as a wholesome 
monitor for the adoption of caution in the exbibi- 
tion of drugs, a law sanctioning cadaveric section, 
would act as acurb tothe uninitiated and impul- 
sive, and thus be conservative in withholding the 
rash hand of thoughtlessness and indiscretion; the 
good and sensible practitioner would have a greater 
encouragement not to be weary in well doing; while 
the charlatan and quack would be restrained in his 
misdeeds by the knowledge that their commission 
could be punished by the penalties of a law which, 
at least, would help to give the medical profession 
the laurels which are its due, and add a brighter lus- 
tre to the glory ofits name. 

L. R. C. S., EDINBURGH. 

Lancaster, Pa. 


Plural Births. 
Eps. MED. AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 

I write to report an obstetrical case, which is only re- 
markable for the quantity, or as Artemus Ward used 
to say for the “muchness” of it. Mrs. Frisz, a robust 
German woman, Dr. R. H. TARLTON, accoucheur, 
was delivered of four children about the 7th month 
of pregnancy. They were all perfectly developed, 
three girls and a boy, three head presentations and 
one afoot. There was one placenta, all breathed 
and died within two hours after. There was noth- 
ing of interest in the labor, or its sequences. The 
woman is making a good recovery. The husband 
drinks and sells XX. ale, but I have given it as my 
medical opinion to the families that he furnishes the 
tonic, that it had nothing to do with the issue. After 
mature deliberation, I am decided in that opinion 
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and I am disinterested in it, as Frisz is not one of my 
patrons, I and cannot be accused of wishing to fur- 
ther the sale of his beverage to the detriment of the 
community. Statistics bear me out in this opinion. 
We have had two cases of triplets in this vicinity in 
the past two years, and the parents in these cases 
never used tonics or stimulants. 
Yours, 
Martinsville, Ind. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 


I was called to attend Mrs. C. on Saturday, March 
19th, atl p.m. On my arrival I found her in labor 
and on examination discovered the occiput present- 
ing, and the “os uteri, dilated about the size of a 
silver half dollar. Pains came on very rapidly, and 
at 24 p. m.,I delivered her of a male child. The 
size of the abdomen nodiminishing, I immediately 
suspected a twin birth, and on second examination, 
discovered the presence of a second child, I rup- 
tured the membranes, and finding that the arm pro- 
truded, I introduced my hand, seized the feet, and 
in a few seconds delivered a second male child. A 
few moments after, a placenta, with two funes at- 
tached came away. Still noticing that the abdomen 
retained considerable size, I made a third examina- 
tion, and found the membranes protruding ; I imme- 
diately ruptured them as before, and the feet imme- 
diately presented, and in a few moments I delivered 
a female clild. The children weighed respectively 
Ist, 3 1b. 12 oz., and 2nd, 4 lb. 2 oz,, and 3d, 3 lb. 12 
oz. They are all apparently healthy, and the mother 
is doing remarkably well. One hour after the de- 
livery of the last child, I removed the second after 
birth, which was about two-thirds the size of the 
first. Yours Respectfuliy, 

DANIEL E. McSwEEny, M. D. 

New York City. 


The Sixth Position of the Vertex. 
Eps. MED. & SurG. REPORTER: 

After my compliments to “ HI,” whose article ap- 
pears in the REPporTER for February 19th, and as- 
suring him of my hearty appreciation of his laudable 
desire “to further obstetric science,” I beg space in 
your columns to refer to a point or two in his com- 
munication, 

The language used in the sixth, seventh,and eighth 
lines of the second paragraph, is a mere tautology, 
- as any careful reader will allow in collating the arti- 
cles of January 29th and February 19th. 

His assertion that in a case where the base of the 
occiput is at the promontory of the sacrum, and the 
anterior fontanelle against the symphisis pubis, con- 
stitutes the “sixth position of vertex presentation,” 
is wholly gratuitous. There is no ambiguity in the 
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language in which Baudelocque, whom he regards 
as authority, defines the sixth position. He tells ys 
that the og forntis rests against the pubic symphisis, 
and the occiput to the sacral promontory. 

So far as I am aware, there is no such “ position” 
as he presumes, recognized by obstetrical authori- 
ties. If such a condition had at any time obtained 
in the case reported, I suppose Dr. Brock, who 
had the case in charge, would probably have met 
with no trouble in accomplishing the delivery. 

His remarks in relation to the requisite manipula- 
tions, and the use of the forceps in cases of the kind, 
are pertinent, and evince a thorough acquaintance 
with the mechanism of parturition; but that “this 
manceuvre would probably have been easy in the 
present case,” may conform very well with Dr. H.’s 
theory, but was wholly untenable in my practice. 

New Market, Mo. J. P. CHESNEY, M. D.. 
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American Medical Association. 
Delegates can obtain tickets for themselves and 
families for the round trip from Philadelphia to 
Washington and return for $6.50 each. Only to be 
had of the permanent Secretary. 


Asiatic Cholera. 

This disease, if we may judge by items that reach 
us from time to time, is following the same routes 
westward that it did in 1832-3. It is stated that 
during the recent outbreak of cholera at Peshawur, 
India, 2,000 natives and 230. Europeans perished. 
Asiatic cholera in its worst form is said to be raging 
at Moscow and other parts of Russia. 


American Medical Association 

The twenty-first annual session will be held in 
Washington, D. C., May 3, 1870, at 11 A. M. 

The following committees are expected to report, 
on cultivation of the Cinchona Tree—Dr. Lemuel 
J. Deal, Pennsylvania, Chairman. 

On the Cryptogamic Origin of Disease with special 
reference to recent microscopic investigations on that 
subject—Dr. Edward Curtis, U. S. A., Chairman. 

On the Doctrine of Force, Physical and Vital—Dr. 
John Waters, Missouri, Chairman. 

On Variola—Dr. Joseph Jones, Louisiana, Chair- 
man. 

On the Relative Advantages ot Syme’s and Piro- 
goft’s mode of Amputating at the Ankle—Dr. G. A. 
Otis, U. S. A., Chairman. 

On a National Medical School—Dr. F. G. Smith, 
Pennsylvania, Chairman. 

On Commissioners to aid in Trials involving S¢- 
entific Testimony—Dr. John Ordronaux, N. ¥. 
Chairman. 

On the Climatology and Epidemics of Maine,—Dr- 
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1.C. Weston ; New Hampshire, Dr. P. A. Stackpole ; 
Yemont, Dr. Henry Janes; Massacbusetts, Dr. H. f- 
Bowditch ; Rhode Island, Dr. C. W. Parsons ; Con- 
weticat, Dr. E. K. Hunt; New York, Dr. W. F. 
Thoms; New Jersey, Dr. Ezra M Hunt; Pennsyl- 
ania, Dr. D. F. Condie; Maryland, Dr. O.S. Mahon; 
georgia, Dr. Juriah Harriss ; Missouri, Dr. Geo. 
fagleman ; Alabama, Dr. R. F. Michel ; Texas, Dr, 
1.J. Heard ; Illinois, Dr. R. C. Hamil; Indiana, Dr. 
).F.Hibberd ; District of Columbia, Dr. T. Antisell ; 
lowa, Dr. J. C. Hughes; Michigan, Dr. Abm. Sager ; 
ohio, Dr. T. L. Neal; California, Dr. *. W. Hatch; 
Tennessee, Dr. B. W. Avent; West Virginia, E. A. 
Hildreth ; Minnesota, Dr. Samuel Willey ; Virginia, 
Dr. W. O. Owen; Delaware, Dr. L, B. Bush; Ar- 
kansas, Dr. G. W. Lawrence}; Mississippi, Dr. W. 
Compton ; Louisiana, Dr. L. T. Pimm ; Wisconsin, 
Dr. J. K. Bartlett ; Kentucky, Dr. J. D. Jackson. 

On Veterinary Colleges—Dr. Thomas Antisell, D. 
(., Chairman. 

On Medical Ethics—Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, N. Y., 
Chairman. 

On American Medical Necrology—Dr. C. C. Cox, 
Maryland, Chairman. 

To Memorialize State Medical Societies—Dr. N, 
§. Davis, Illinois, Chairman. 

On Nomenclature of Diseases—I'r. F. G. Suit. 
Pennsylvania, Chairman. 

On Medical Education—Dr. T. G. Ricnarpson, 
louisiana, Chairman. 

On Medical Literature—Dr. J. J. Woopwanp, 
U.S. A., Chairman. 

Ou Prize Essays—Dr. Grarton TYLER, D. C., 
Chairman. 

Voluntary communications will be presented by— 

Dr.Joun CURWEN, Pennsylvania—On the Proper 
Treatment of the Insane. 

Dr. NATHAN ALLEN, Massachusetts—On the 
Physiological Laws of Human Increase. 

Secretaries of all medical organizations are re- 
nested to forward list of their Delegates as soon as 
lected, to the Permanent Secretary. 

Any respectable physician who may desire to 
xtend, but cannot do so as a delegate, may be made 
amenber by invitation, upon the recommendation 
ifthe Committee of Arrangements. 

W. B. Arkinson, M. D., Permanent Sec’y. 
1406 Pine St., S. W. co. Broad, Phila. 


The Poppy in Texas. 
Dr. Wm. M. Byars writes to the Scientific Amer- 
cm about the white poppy. This is the Argemone 
Mexicana, or prickly poppy. The whole plant 
tbounds in a milky, viscid juice, which becomes yel- 
Won exposure to the air. This juice, which is 
«rid, has been used internally in obstinate cutane- 
"8 eruptions, and as a local application to warts, 
&. The flowers are said by De Candolle to have 





been employed as a soporific. The seeds, which are 
small, round, black, and rough, in doses of two 
drachms to a pint of watery infusion, act as an 
emetic. In smaller doses they are purgative. An 
oil may be obtained from them by expression, 
which is equal, if not superior to castor oil in mild- 
ness and certainty of action. 

The oil might be made in Texas in any quantity 
from the abundant wild growth of the plant. 


Medical Instruction in Paris—Expenses. 


A correspondent of the Presbyterian Banner of 
Pittsburg, writing from Paris, says : 

Beinzin Paris this winter, attending the Hospital 
and lecture at the “ Hcole de Médecine,” a few 
words from me onthe Medical Institutions of this 
metropolis may not be uninteresting to some of your 
readers. As all the institutions are under the con- 
trol of the Government, it appears to me they are 
conducted much better than those of our own coun- 
try. Here there are greater faeilities for the practi- 
cal study of the profession, perhaps, than in any 
other city in the world. The hospitals are all free 
to the students, not alone to Frenchmen, but to 
foreigners. The physicians and surgeons are ap- 
pointed by “ Concours” (competetive examination)» 
and are paid by the Government. The hospitals 
are supported by funds from the Imperial Treasury, 
and also by a special tax levied on theatres and 
other places of amusement. 

You must not, however infer from what I have 
said that there is no expense attending the attain- 
ment here of a degree of medicine ; as, not to men- 
tion the living in Paris, which is very high, the stu- 
dent has to enroll his name at the Ecole de Médecine 
every three months, each time paying a fee of 30 
francs or $6. At the end of his first, second and 
third years, he passes an examination, paying at 
each a fee of 30 frances. At the end of the fourth 
year (the earliest time in which he can take the de- 
gree), he pays a fee of 680 francs for the final ex- 
amination. The whole amounts to about 1,260 
francs, or $252. 

Although a diligent student can take his degree 
$n four years, the greater number do not succeed in 
lees than six or eight years, and as every one must 
be eighteen years of age before he commences his 
medical studies, you willsee they are not very young 
when allowed to practice, 

Each year a number of interne students (clinical 
students in hospitals) are elected to the various hos- 
pitals by “ Concours.” They make all the dress- 
ings and write all the prescriptions; so that at the 
end of their year of office they have acquireda 
great deal of practical information. Some of them 
are always in the hospitals to treat accidents and 
urgent cases. 

The students follow one of the physicians or sur- 
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geons for three months, and then go to another for 
the next three months, and soon. When aman 
has passed one year at a hospital, he goes to another 
for the next year, and in this way makes a round of 
them all. The hospital visit commences about 8 
A. M., and lasts until 10 or 11 A.M. All the lec- 
tures at the Ecole de Médecine are in the afternoon. 
Thus the clinical instruction does not interfere with 
the theoretical. 


—Eli Borno, of Bakersfield, Vermont, is 100 
years old, and has worked nearly every day this 
winter, sawing wood. He has eight children, fifty 
grandchildren, over two hundred great-grandchild- 
ren, and two great-great-grandchildren. 

— Mrs. Susan S. Brown, of Monroe, N. H., 
died a few days since, aged 75 years. Mrs. Brown 
was one of the oldest settlers of the town. She 
was the largest woman in New England, weighing 
about 500 pounds. 

Alexis St. Martin, the subject of Dr. Beau- 
mont’s experiments in 1825, is still living in Dut- 
tonsville, Vermont. He is now 67 years old, has 
had two wives and raised a family of six children. 

Dr. Joun E. Mason, of Washington, D. C., 
formerly of Manchester, Vermont, has recently 
given his valuable collection of minerals to the 
high school of Manchester. 

— According to the eminent French physician, 
Dr. PAvy, the average duration cf life among the 
Jews is thirty-seven years, while among Gentiles it 
is only twenty-six. 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Fowler’s eee * eepornas Locomotor 


1. Is Fowler’s Solution of arsenic incompatible with 
citric acid or lemonade? I have heard it so stated by a 
Prof. of Chemistry, but have forgotten the reaction. 

2. What is the best treatment for disease of the seba- 
ceous glands of the nose? characterized by discharging 
wa large number of little callums of white matter upon 
lateral pressure all over the organ, and giving to the nose 
a red,oily appearance. The schneiderian membrane like- 
wise is most of the time, especially in cold weather, in a 
state of chronic inflammation. The patient is temperate, 
and free trom any constitutional taints, but the disorder 
does not yield to Fowler’s Solution, or Iodide of Iron 
Pills, with astringent lotions. 

3. Is there any cure for progressive Locomotor Ataxia? 
1 have two cases of the kind on hand—males—abont fifty 
years of age. Know no cause unless the use of lobelia be 
@ cause, 28 each of the subjects have been in the habit of 
dosing themselves with this herb, often during their life 
for attacks of sick headache. There is no tenderness of 
the spine ; locomotion and _ sensibility nearly lost in the 
feet, eyes, thighs, with a tendency to fall forward in stand- 
ing and closing the eyes. In the worst case the bladder 
and bowels do not evacuate their contents without assist- 
ance with catheter, etc., and in each the hand and arms 
are becoming likewise paralyzed. Iron-elixir, electricity 
and friction to spine have nm used without avail, and 
the prognosis is decidedly unfavorable, unless some new 
—— can be brought to bear upon the cases. 

he disease has lasted in the mildest case fifteen 
months; the other about six. The former preserves his 
digestion well and is in good spirits; the latter the re- 


verse. 
Hawley, Pa. G. B. Curtis, M. D. 
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Somnolency. 


‘ Messrs. Epirors:—I have been a reader of your Re- 


PORTER for many years, and have looked in vain for 
something from the many skillful practicing physicians 
that treated on drowsing, or rather sleeping, as a disease 
and a remedy for it. And I wish now to lay before them, 
through your columns, a very singular case, earnestly 
hoping some remedy may soon cage. 
Mrs. ———, aged thirty, the mother of two children, has 
been afflicted with this dreadful sleeping for six years. 
has consulted several eminent physic , taken'm: } 
medicine, calomel, acids, etc., but is no better. It cor os 
upon her at anytime. She feels a prickling sensati p, 
first in the extremities, as if they were asleep, and then it 
is impossible for her to keep awake in any place—at her 
work, in any company, walking in the street, in the street 
cars, in the carriage, (the motion of the cars or carri 
seems to increase it,) no pleasure excitement can keep 
her awake; Central Park or Fifth Avenue cannot do it. 
Some physicians tell her it proceeds from a disordered 
state of the stomach; others from the liver. Her general 
health is good; grows fleshy; suffers no pain, but her 
tongue is always furred or coated, and breath rather 
feetid, color not very clear. When these paroxysms come 
on, she is perfectly wretched until she can get to some 
place to sleep—a deep, sound sleep fora few minutes, when 
she seems refreshed. ’Tis very annoying and very dis- 
tressing to live in such astupid way. Will your readers 
please give their attention to this case and prescribe a 
remedy ? READER. 


2 
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MARRIED. 


CroGGEN—GRAFTON.—On the 22d of February, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, R. C. Croggen, M. D., of 
Washington, D. C., to Miss Mary C. Grafton, daughter of 
Samuel H. Grafton, Esq., of Baltimore county, Md. 

RoBERTS—MATLACK.—March 10th, by Friends’ Cere- 
mony, John T. Roberts to Hannah M., daughter of Chas. 
F. Matlack, all of Germantown, Philadelphia. 





DIED. 


ARMSTRONG.—March7th, at Princeton, N.J., Dr. John 
Armstrong, late of Carlisle, Pa., in the 72d year of his 
age. 

GALLAGHER.—March 16th, at her residence, corner 36th 
and Haverford sts., Philadelphia, Mrs. Mary A. Gallag- 
her, widow of the late William Gallagher, M. D., in the 
60th year of her age. 

KAUFFMAN.—March 14th, 1870, of scarlatina anginosa, 
U. S. G. Kauffman, only son of Mary Gertrude and Dr. V. 
H. Kauffman, aged 2 years and 2 days. 

Leacu:—In Derby, Vt., March 4th, Elizabeth, widow 
of the late Dr. Lovell Leach, aged 74 years. 

SEwARD.—In Middletown, N. Y., March 18th, of bron- 
chial phthisis, Ella, wife of Dr. F. W. Seward, in the 2d 
year of her age. 

STuppiForp—At Lambertville, N. J., March 23d, J. 
Hervey Studdiford, M. D. " 

THOMPSON.—March 20th, Augusta W., wife of Dr. Virgil 
Thompson, of New York, and daughter of Capt. Chas 8. 
and Weltha G. Williams, of Berkley, Mass., aged 30 years. 
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